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Newsletter June  201 7  
 

May Ride Report  by Debra Shanahan  
 

On Sunday 21 st  May the morning began with a thick fog enveloping Dayboro. With a chill in 
the air, one wonders why anyone would crawl from under a nice warm doona at daybreak 
to get a horse and gear ready for a Trail Ride. Gi ven that only eight riders turned up for our 

ride, Iôm guessing a few had that very same thought. What a shame so many missed out on 
another amazing ride.  

 
By the time we signed on and saddled up, the blanket of grey had lifted and we rode out of 
the Showg round under a perfect blue sky.  

 
Our Trail Ride took us up the Big Mountain in Hanson Quarry land. Thanks to the new 

property owner on Fingerboard Road (Alex Bell) we were still able to access one of our most 
scenic trails. After the recent rain the tall t imber had an abundance of birds singing their 
bush songs. Twitchers would have been in their element, but on horseback there is no time 

for bird watching. The usual outcome from looking up into the trees trying to spot birds, is 
your head caught in a low h anging branch or collecting an eight legged hitchhiker on the 

brim of your hat.  
 
We had some newbies on the ride (horses not people). Janelle was riding a new horse that 

she had acquired only the week before and bravely took on the job of Tail Drover, clos ing 
all the gates and her young horse managed like a pro. As Lead Drover, Bob has the task of 

opening most of the gates and finding the best route to take, but was multi - tasking and 
leading his young horse alongside Rocky so he could show him how itôs done.  
 

After our first big climb, and not the slightest breeze to cool them, steam was rising from all 
the horses. At the top of the ridge, where the ride usually becomes easier, the going got a 

bit harder for our buddies as their feet sunk into the mud on the  newly dozed trail. Making 
our way down to the creek gave our mounts a bit of a rest before another big climb to 
reach Mountain View Road at Ocean View. We then had some easy riding to Grandview 

Drive and into Lyn Taitôs property. The view from the Air Strip never ceases to amaze, 
prompting riders to pull out their cameras or phones to capture the scenery. In one 

direction, magnificent Moreton Bay glistened in the sun and in the other, with peaks in a 
shroud of mist, the DôAguilar Ranges in all their glory. 
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Entering the Quarry Land again for our homeward journey, we once again followed the 

track that we were bogging down in earlier, but a couple of hours of sunshine had dried it 
out considerably. We took the shorter route off the mountain to Rod Smallôs place. The 

steep and very rocky track that could be quite challenging for some, was negotiated with 
ease by our sure footed horses. After approximately four hours we were back at the Club 
house relaxing and enjoying lunch.  
 
 
 

And a few words from Mary Ann 
 

The May ride was done a week early due to the Dayboro Day Parade being on the fourth 

weekend.   Eight of us did the May ride on a lovely sunny day, we left the showground, 
went under the bridge and along Fingerboard Road into a property.   We then went up  the 
mountain into Hansonôs Quarry country , where spectacular views  and  beautiful cattle  were 

highlights of the ride.  On the way home, we came across a very attractive letter box  ï see 
below.  

 
Having only a small group , possibly due to changing our ride date, we travelled well 
together.  Only one mishap was Bobôs lead horse breaking its halter, Bob was save by 

Debra who handed over her halter so he didnôt have to ñmake -doò with a broken halter.  
 

Thanks to Lisa for supplying ham steaks & pineappl e for lunch, a nice change from a 
sausage sizzle.  Also, thanks to Bob for doing the cooking.  
 

 
 

               
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 


